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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Our entire 2020-2021 fiscal year was marked by the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, which shaped many of
our activities over the course of the year. As fewer faces and open spaces became a province-wide mantra,
many people ventured outdoors into nature and found some comfort there. As local landowners found
themselves home more, we received many inquiries from past direct-mail campaigns wanting to become
more involved in wildlife habitat stewardship.

While the pandemic meant we could not employ as many summer field interns as in past years, and it put a
damper on community events and planting parties, we were able to continue working one-on-one at a
distance with landowners, wildlife habitat stewards and the like. While a year like no other, we still
celebrated many successes, planted many trees and shrubs and completed many habitat
enhancement projects.

MISSION
Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship exists to support local residents in voluntary conservation,
stewardship and enhancement of important habitats within the communities of the Okanagan and
Similkameen valleys.



OUTREACH
In the absence of in-person workshops and community initiatives, we took our workshops online. We now
have a library of seven snake, bird, and owl specific workshops available for local residents to take as their
schedule allows and over 600 people had taken advantage of this prior to March 2021. Also on our website,
we developed a more intuitive resource landing page and gave our multi-lingual snake stewardship materials
a much needed update.

In a partnership with Penticton Public Library, OSS supported development of Birding Backpacks and helped
the library kick off this initiative with a virtual Beginner Birding workshop. The Birding Backpacks are starting
to take flight throughout the Okanagan through the Okanagan Regional Library lending program as well. 

Community newsletters were another tool OSS used in order to maintain momentum during the COVID-19 
pandemic. We reached out to local residents about wildlife conservation and stewardship within Apex
Mountain, Kaleden, Okanagan Falls, Naramata, Oliver, Anarchist Mountain as well as Vernon through
community-based newsletters and targeted outreach.

Further, our FunFactFridays and other Social Media reached up to 5,000 people each week. 



LANDOWNER
CONTACT

We contacted 375 landowners by direct mail. Unlike in previous
years, the COVID-19 pandemic meant we needed to chose
methods of contact that were not face-to-face.

Landowners were contacted about a variety of wildlife and
wildlife habitat including for California Bighorn Sheep, snakes
riparian areas and shoreline stewardship, wetlands, and our
delicate interior grasslands and shrub-steppes. 

WILDLIFE HABITAT
STEWARDS

We welcomed an additional 11 new
Wildlife Habitat Stewards in 2020-
2021 and now support 110 Wildlife
Habitat Stewards in the conservaiton
and management of 2042 hectares
(5046 acres) of important wildlife
habitats in the Okanagan and
Similkameen Valleys.



In 2020-2021, Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship completed
habitat restoration activities at 21 individual sites by planting
nearly 2000 indigenous trees and shrubs, removing over 1534
kilograms of invasive plants and garbage from sensitive
ecosystems. All projects were driven by the landowners and
communities around them. Establishing this type of partnership
improves success, longevity, sustainability and community
support for our habitat restoration projects and ensures that
there are caretakers in place.

HABITAT RESTORATION

Chris and Sandra Purton had a pasture that was looking for a new
purpose. It had once been grazed by horses and later held a large
market garden, but had most recently been sitting fallow, waiting
for a new lease on life. 
This fall, the Purtons helped OSS plant the first 500 native trees
and shrubs into what will one day become a towering riparian
forest. We were entertained while planting by many praying
mantises. The large green or tan praying mantis that you often
see in the Okanagan in the summer and fall were in fact
introduced back in 1937 to control grasshoppers! There is a native
species of mantid in the Okanagan but it is very rare and hard to
spot. Other highlights from the week included hairy and downy
woodpeckers feasting on mullein seed-heads, a kingfisher calling
from the surrounding trees, and a sharp-shinned hawk chasing
the woodpeckers. 

Planting with the Purtons

While planting up on a high bank along Coldstream Creek
before Thanksgiving, OSS staff and volunteers received visits
from some quail, several spawning Kokanee salmon, and even
a curious, salmon-hungry young black bear!
More than 200 native trees and shrubs such as red-osier
dogwood and trembling aspen were put in the unused fallow
hay field in order to improve the riparian forest along the creek
for local wildlife. In addition to all the plants, two nest boxes
were also installed in cottonwood trees by the creek to help
endangered Western Screech-owls.

Coldstream Creek

By the Numbers

21        sites enhanced
2000   native trees & shrubs
             planted
1534   kg garbage & invasive  
             plants removed



HABITAT 
RESTORATION

Eneas Creek Corridor

Following our very successful restoration project with
Okanagan Crush Pad along Eneas creek, we have begun

 to build a community of stewards along the creek. In 2020-
2021 we worked with 5 different land stewards to protect and

enhance over 1.5km of Eneas creek. 
 

 Projects included, helping landowners with invasive plant
management plans. Fencing livestock out of the creek,

replanting native vegetation in areas where it was needed,
and managing invasive plants within our planted areas to

give our native plants a chance to thrive.
 

Wetlands and riparian areas are particularly important in the
dry Okanagan climate. These areas have lush growth and

are very important to many of our wildlife species both
common and endangered. Eneas creek provides habitat for

at least 4 species at risk; lewis's woodpeckers, gopher
snakes, tiger salamanders, and spadefoots. An endangered

yellow-breasted chat was also seen on one of the stewarded
properties. 

 
Communities of stewards like the one along Eneas creek are
important because they help to amplify one another's effects.

Each owner may only have a small portion of the creek but
together they are creating an important corridor. A large

stretch of shady creek, that helps keep water temperatures
cool for fish and native wildflowers provide for native

pollinators.
 

This year we have a big project planned in Cawston with
Mount Boucherie Winery and we are already in the 

process of creating a community of stewards there too!  

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Please refer to the 2020-2021 financial statements 

prepared by Grant Thornton, available on our website
 at: www.osstewardship.ca/financialstatement



WHAT WE DO
 

Provide assistance and support to
landowners as stewards in conservation,
restoration and enhancement of wildlife

habitats on their properties while
maintaining other land use practices such

as agriculture and eco-tourism.
 

Provide information, assistance and
advice about local species and spaces
including tailored habitat assessments

prepared by our local biologists.
 

Develop best management practices and
management plans for coexisting with

wildlife on your property.
 

Develop projects,  such as native plant
enhancement, shoreline fencing, and

invasive plant management to enhance
wildlife habitat in our communities.

 

Support our stewardship work by making
a donation, becoming a member or

signing up as a volunteer at
www.osstewardship.ca

 Work cooperatively and collaboratively in
the delivery of our projects and activities.

 
 
 

WHAT YOU CAN DO
 

Learn about local species and spaces at
www.osstewardship.ca/resources

 
Become a steward:

www.osstewardship.ca/stewards
 


