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Is it a Swallowtail or Monarch?
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Big Beautiful Butterflies
Monarch and Swallowtail butterflies look similar and are often confused, but
there are several ways to tell the difference between the two butterflies. 
 
Swallowtails have wings in a variety of shades from yellow to white. They have
black stripes, an irregularly spotted wing edge, and long 'tails' coming from the
bottom of each wing that resemble the tails of swallows. The caterpillars can vary 
 from species to species but Canadian Swallowtail caterpillars are green with
yellow and black spots that look like eyes and are found on a large variety of
plants.

 
Monarchs are bright orange with black stripes and a black-and-white spotted wing
edge, however they do not have any "tails". The Monarch caterpillar has a very
vibrant white, yellow, and black striped pattern with antennae on the back and the
front making it hard to tell with side is the front and which is the back. Monarch
butterflies are dependent on milkweed plants, as it is the only food the caterpillars
will eat, and it is the only plant on which adults lay their eggs.
 
There are seven species of Swallowtail in BC and they are quite common, where
Monarch butteflies are common out in Eastern Canada and are only seen a
handful of times per year in the Okanagan and Similkameen.

"Tails"

A Monarch caterpillar's 
diet of toxic milkweed plants

means they also become
toxic to anything that may

try to eat them!   

Did You Know?
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Secondary poisoning occurs when an animal eats another organism that has been
poisoned.  It is an issue that has affected many species we find here in the
Okanagan and often occurs with rodenticides (pesticides that kill rodents), because
small mammals like mice, voles, and gophers are important prey for many other
animals. Most poisons don't work instantly so as the poisoned animal dies it becomes
sluggish, which means predators have an easier time catching them.
 
Animals susceptible to secondary poisoning include any animal that may eat small
mammals, such as badgers, bobcats, coyotes, snakes, birds-of-prey like owls and
hawks, and even pet dogs and cats. These animals are not only at risk themselves
but may also bring the poisoned rodents back to their young, meaning a single
poisoned prey item could kill an entire predator family.
 
While rodents can be hard to love, especially if they get into your house, shed, or
crops, they are still an important link in the food chain and provide food for other
animals. Many species in the Okanagan are already stressed by loss of habitat, so
additional loss of prey and secondary poisoning put these species further at risk.
 
Another concern with using rodenticides is access by other non-target species, so if
rodenticides must be used, make sure they are put out in covered bait stations.
Several bighorn sheep in the Okanagan have died from poisons suspected to be left
out for rodents, so use snap traps whenever you can as they are considered the most
humane option and minimize risks to other wildlife.
 
Insecticides can also prove harmful as there are many many species of bird and bat
who eat insects almost exclusively. Using insecticides too extensively can lead to
dramatic declines in food availability for those animals and can make it difficult for
them to feed their young. 

The effects of secondary poisoning

Deadly Dinner

Fire-dependent Ecosystems
The Okanagan and Similkameen valleys are home to many native plants that produce all kinds
of flowers throughout the spring and summer. Some, like big yellow Balsamroot Sunflowers
and dainty pink Phlox are very common, but there are also many less familiar flowers that 
are just as beautiful and just as important for pollinators too!  

Left to right: 
Red Paintbrush (Castilleja miniata) 

Lady's slipper (Cypripedium montanum) 
  Red Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis) 
Showy Fleabane (Erigeron speciosus)

 

Lesser known flowers of our area

Beautiful Blooms



Unlike coastal or mountain forests, our
low- and mid-elevation forests should

not be thick and shrubby. Trees
should be very widely spaced with

open, grassy areas in between them.

Did You Know?

Fire is essential to keep these ecosystems healthy. The Okanagan
and Similkameen valley forests have evolved to depend on frequent
wildfires that reduce understory growth and limit the accumulation of
leaf litter and dead wood. Some plant species, like the Lodgepole
Pine, have even evolved to produce seeds that need to be burned by
wildfire before they can sprout and grow!
 
Living in a region that is prone to frequent wildfire can be challenging
and sometimes scary due to the higher risk of out-of-control fires. 
This fear of fire has led to decades of fire suppression as settlements
moved across North America, however, fire suppression over long
periods of time leaves excessive amounts of dry fuel on the ground,
which can lead to fires that burn with such high intensity that we
cannot control them at all. They also burn so hot and for so long that 
it can often take many more years than normal for the forest to
recover. This is because the forest's natural defenses like extra thick
tree bark, dense heat-resistant grass roots, or deep burrows for
rodents who can't run away, become overwhelmed when the fire lasts
for too long.
 
The practice of prescribed burning that follows natural fire regimes can
reduce the amount of accumulated fire fuel in a safer, more controlled
environment. Traditional indigenous knowledge recognizes the
importance of fire in fire adapted ecosystems. Prescribed burning and
sustainable fire management is how indigenous people were able to
protect their communities and survive in these valleys for hundreds of
years. With increasing temperatures and expanding development,
prescribed burning can be an effective tool for sustainable fire
management in the Okanagan and Similkameen valleys.

Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship Society requests the presence of voting members at our 
 

Annual General Meeting
Date: Saturday July 6, 2019

Time: 1:00 pm. Field tour to follow*
Place: Summerland Library Meeting Room

9533 Main St, Summerland, BC
 

All members, stakeholders, community partners, staff, and members of the public, as well as those interested in
becoming members, are welcome to attend. Only members in good standing for 2018-19 are permitted to vote.

 
Please RSVP by contacting:   250-770-1467 or  info@osstewardship.ca

 
*Closed-toed shoes and long pants required for field trip

The role of fire on the landscape

Fire-dependent Forests



The Western Screech-owl resides in forests near riparian (creekside)
and wetland areas in the BC Interior. It is listed as Threatened in BC due
to a restricted range, few small populations, recent declines, and other
threats often associated with human activity. The Canadian population of
this owl is small, about 350 to 500 adults. The owl itself is also very
small, only about the size of a large mason jar!
 
About 87% of water-birch and 32% of cottonwood Screech-Owl habitats
have disappeared from the south Okanagan and lower Similkameen
over the past century. Most remaining habitat is on private land and may
be threatened by development. Mature and/or old trees, particularly
cottonwoods with suitable nesting and roosting cavities are often cleared
for urban or agricultural conversion or are selectively removed because
of safety concerns.  Techniques used for conservation of Screech-owls
that have been generally successful in other areas include habitat
stewardship, enhancement, and restoration.

Whose Hoot is Whose?

Spotlight on Screech-owls

For more information, contact us at:
#6-477 Martin Street, Penticton, BC  V2A 5L2
E| info@osstewardship.ca     P| 250.770.1467

W| www.osstewardship.ca                 @osstewardship

Partners in stewardship and conservation:

NAME
 
_____________________________________
 
MAILING ADDRESS
_____________________________________
 
_____________________________________
 
_____________________________________
 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS
 
____________________________________
 
 
    _______  MEMBERSHIP FEE 
 
 + ________ ADDITIONAL DONATION  

(TAX RECEIPTS AVAILABLE).
 
=  _______ TOTAL ENCLOSED
 
 
TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD, PLEASE DO SO 
 ONLINE AT:
www.osstewardship.ca/membership.
 
  Annual membership is for June 1, 2019 to 
  May 31, 2020. Fees are not prorated

An OSS membership supports our 
grassroots conservation, stewardship and
enhancement efforts in the Okanagan and

Similkameen valleys.
 

OSS supports and engages the landowners 
and local communities in the care of 

important wildlife habitats.

Become a Member

Articles by:  V. Blow, N. Carlile, J. Bisaro, J. Stead, T. Brightman
Photo credits:  V. Blow, L. McKinnon, A. Skinner, J. Millar

$10
 

Fun Facts:  
.

If you hear an owl screeching, it isn't a Western Screech-owl. Screechy
calls heard in our area are most likely Great Horned Owl chicks.

Western Screech-owl calls are described as a "bouncing ball" sound.
 

If threatened, a Screech-owl will stretch its body and tighten its feathers
to try and mimic a tree branch and hide from predators!

You Can Help!
 

Conserve riparian habitats and
retain cottonwood, aspen, and
birch trees on your property

 
Put up owl boxes in your
riparian area and monitor
them for screech-owls

 
Avoid removing dead or dying
trees if safe to do so, as they
will become wildlife trees


