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Consistency, finding common ground and 

building positive, mutually beneficial 

relationships has been the key to our success. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 

Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship Society (OSS) was incorporated in October 

2014 with a mission to promote voluntary stewardship, conservation and 

enhancement of important wildlife habitats on private lands and within the 

communities of the Okanagan and Similkameen Valleys.  While OSS is founded on 

many shared principles of the SOS Stewardship Program, in 2014 the boundaries 

expanded from the Regional District of the Okanagan, to include the Regional 

District of the Central Okanagan and Regional District of North Okanagan also– 

doubling the area served.  Another shift was in program delivery: OSS shifted 

from a landowner outreach approach to focusing on landowner action.  This shift 

is supported by the Wildlife Habitat Steward program, and a team of biologists 

experienced in the technical aspects of ecological restoration in the dry Okanagan 

and Similkameen valleys. 

While private lands account for approximately 5% of the land base in the 

province, in the Okanagan and Similkameen, nearly one third of the land base is 

privately owned.  Therefore supporting private landowners in stewardship is 

especially essential to conservation of wildlife habitat and can be instrumental in 

land securement initiatives.  Nearly all recent acquisitions in the south Okanagan are of properties that were 

targeted by the stewardship program.   

Stewardship in the Okanagan and Similkameen is achieved through targeted and community-based 

landowner contact and the provision of information that promotes an understanding of ecological principles, 

biodiversity, habitats and species.   

In 2017-18, continued support from funders has enabled OSS to: 

 Support stewards of 95 parcels in conservation of over 5383 acres of wildlife habitat 

 Sign on 18 new stewards of 25 parcels in conservation of 1833 acres on wildlife habitat 

 Prioritize, identify and contact 355 landowners 

 Distribute information through our bi-annual newsletter to over 617 landowners dedicated to 

habitat and species conservation 

 Complete 65 habitat enhancement projects, enhancing over 675 acres of wildlife habitat 

 Facilitate 35 community stewardship initiatives, engaging 4250 local residents 

 Engage 246 volunteers in stewardship initiatives. 

 



COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP  

& OUTREACH INITIATIVES 
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Locals engaged in 

community 

stewardship 

initiatives 

Individuals receiving 

semi-annual program 

newsletter 

Community stewardship  and outreach initiatives are a cornerstone in any stewardship program.  While these broader 
initiatives support habitat stewardship and facilitate information sharing in our communities, they also create a buzz and help 
to move forward a shared stewardship ethic, supporting overall acceptance of conservation in our communities. 

This year, we responded to several requests for Beginner Bird workshops throughout the valley.  We offered 8 workshops in 
Vernon, Kelowna, Summerland, Penticton and Keremeos, and Osoyoos.  165 local residents participated in these initiatives 
with over 150 people on wait lists.  Results included participants increasing their knowledge and identification of local bird 
species as well as installing nest boxes, and 160 individuals interested in volunteering at future on-the-ground clean-ups and 
green-ups. 

Other community stewardship initiatives included outreach at local events, presentations, tables at industry parties, engaging 
citizen science through road mortality surveys, community planting projects, garbage clean ups, and open houses. 

Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship updated the organization website in 2017-18 in order to address increased traffic and 
use of digital media and resources. In addition to this, there was a shift from a weekly blog post to a weekly social media post 
as there has been  increased engagement on social media channels. 



 

LANDOWNER CONTACT 

355 Landowners 

identified and 

contacted. 

1883 18 
84 

Total landowners being 

supported as Wildlife 

Habitat Stewards 3938 Acres of Critical 

Habitat stewarded. 

5383 Total number of 

acres stewarded. 95 Private land parcels are 

cared for by Wildlife 

Habitat Stewards. 

 

WILDLIFE HABITAT STEWARDS 
 

Wildlife Habitat Stewards are voluntary caretakers of 
important wildlife habitats on their owned or managed 
properties.  These landowners and managers still 
maintain their agricultural, tourism and other land use 
practices on their properties while implementing best 
management practices for wildlife. They drive 
stewardship, conservation and enhancement efforts on 
their properties.   

Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship partners with 
Wildlife Habitat Stewards and provides stewards with 
recognition, technical support in habitat enhancement 
projects, management plans and implementation of best 
management practices for wildlife on their properties. 

Through targeted landowner contact projects, Okanagan Similkameen 
Stewardship focuses efforts towards owners of large tracts of important 
habitat and those with Critical Habitat for Species at risk.  This is a key 
initiative to raise awareness of wildlife needs, habitat values and threats 
to local wildlife populations including habitat loss and fragmentation. 
Landowner contact also leads to increased interest in conservation 
initiatives, such as our Wildlife Habitat Stewards program.   

Acres stewarded by 

new Wildlife Habitat 

Stewards 

NEW landowners who became 

Wildlife Habitat Stewards 



 

WILDLIFE HABITAT STEWARD 

MAP 



66 Habitat enhancement 

projects completed 

679 Acres of wildlife habitat 

enhanced 

3100 Native plants planted 

4500 Pounds of invasive 

plants removed 

HABITAT ENHANCEMENT 

140 
Metres of livestock 

exclusion fencing 

installed 

16 Residences created 

eg. nest boxes and 

bat roost boxes 

Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship assists landowners 
and communities in wildlife habitat enhancement 
projects.  Projects are agreed upon through mutual 
partnerships with stakeholders (landowners, 
communities, or local government involvement) 
including:  

 Re-vegetation projects, including seeding with 
native plant seed-mixes and/or planting native 
plants 

 Livestock and/or ATV exclusion fencing 

 Invasive plant management 
 Residence construction and enhancement 

 Forest management 



 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
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Income for 2017-18 

Cash: $229,142 

In-kind: $25,000 

Total: $254,142 
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This is a summary only.  To 

request a copy of our annual 

financial statement, please 

contact us at 

info@osstewardship.ca 

Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship Society gratefully acknowledges the support of our projects in 2017-18 

Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation 
Habitat Stewardship Program for Species at Risk 

National Wetland Conservation Fund 
Canada Summer Jobs 

Forbidden Fruit Winery 
Tantalus Vineyards 

TD Tree Days 
 

In addition to these funders, we would like to acknowledge the many stewards who provided information and insight 

throughout this project, private donors, communities and local governments for their partnership in on-the-ground 

habitat stewardship, South Okanagan-Similkameen Conservation Program, Okanagan Collaborative Conservation 

Program, numerous organizations as well as the Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship Society’s dedicated staff, 

consultants, volunteers and Board of Directors. 



 

For more information, please contact: 

Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship 

W| www.osstewardship.ca 

E  | info@osstewardship.ca 

P  | 250.770.1467 

Volunteer Board of Directors 

Sara Ashpole, Chair 

Jennifer Miles, Vice-Chair 

Carolina Restrepo-Tamayo, Treasurer 

Mellhina Thibault, Secretary 

Patrick Allen, Director 

Susan Latimer, Director 

Hilary Sampson, Director 

OSS Representatives 

Alyson Skinner, Executive Director 

Lia McKinnon, Stewardship Biologist 

Valerie Blow, Stewardship Technician 

Michelle Stanley, Stewardship Technician 


