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Beavers have teeth of steel?!
Well, maybe not of steel exactly, but iron! A beaver's teeth have
microscopic "nano-wires" of iron woven through them that makes
them very strong, highly resistant to decay, and also gives them an
slight orange tint. These super-teeth allow beavers to cut down
trees at an incredible rate; the average beaver can fell an 6-inch
wide tree in mere minutes!

Membership with OSS is only $10/year and supports stewardship in your neighbourhood. Visit www.osstewardship.cato sign up
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Follow us on social media (@osstewardship) for a weekly #FunFactFriday
Fun Facts!

Blue is in the eye of the beholder 
For most brightly coloured birds, the colours we see are 
caused by pigments molecules in the feathers. All blue-hued birds,
however, get their colour from the physical structure of their feather
and not from pigments! All "blue" feathers have stringy bits of
keratin protein in them woven through with air pockets. As light hits
the feathers, this keratin structure only reflects blue light back to us
so that is what we see.
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A case of mistaken identity
While watching an old western movie, you might see an eagle or a vulture
soaring in the sky and hear them make a harsh, screaming call. That scream
you hear belongs not to an eagle or a vulture but to the Red-tailed Hawk! 
 Turkey Vultures (the only vulture in our area) lack vocal organs and can only
make hissing noises.  Bald Eagles have little voices for such big birds - they
make gentle, high pitched whistling calls.

Fun Fact Fridays - Stewardship in Action - Wetlands Feature - 
Spotlight on Species: Ducks - Ethics of Wildlife Photography



Get access to advice about coexisting with local wildlife, 
Improve wildlife habitat or land use on your property through direct
assistance and/or advice, and
Spread the word by being an ambassador for wildlife. 

If you have natural areas on your property (creeks, wetlands, forests,
grasslands), our Wildlife Habitat Steward program can help you. Join our
network of 100 landowners throughout the Okanagan and Similkameen
Valleys to: 

 
Interested?  Contact us at info@osstewardship.ca or 

250-770-1467 to arrange an on-site visit.  

The Historic O'Keefe Ranch partnered with Okanagan
Similkameen Stewardship as Wildlife Habitat Stewards
to remove invasive species and replant more than 150
native trees and shrubs along Deep Creek. 
 
This is a win-win situation where we can create habitat
for wildlife and shade for the creek in addition to
educational opportunities for the public. The restoration
planting will become a part of a walking tour at O'Keefe
Ranch, giving visitors the opportunity to learn about the
importance of native creek-side vegetation.
 
O'Keefe Ranch will continue to maintain the plants to
ensure the project is successful in the coming years.
 
Species planted included native nootka rose, red-osier
dogwood, blue elderberry, douglas maple, 
and native willows.

O'Keefe Ranch Riparian Restoration
Stewardship in Action

Become a Wildlife Habitat Steward!

You will receive a visit by a biologist, free of charge, to introduce you to the program, answer questions, and do a
preliminary assessment of your property. If you are still interested, we enter into a voluntary stewardship
agreement - a signed written document describing the natural areas on your property and your intent to steward
them for local wildlife. Finally, you will be given a gate post sign and, if you wish, promotion on our website and
through media.



The Brouwers Family partnered with Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship
in 2017 as Wildlife Habitat Stewards of their 160 acre ranch in Meadow
Valley. Over the past 2 years, Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship has
worked with the ranch to develop a baseline of plants and animals found on
the property, as well as a restoration plan for the riparian area in a pasture
along Darke Creek.
 
The creek was surrounded by a dense stand of invasive reed canary 
grass, so early stages of the restoration included putting down a layer 
of landscape barrier in patches along the creek for future planting. 
Covering the grass for at least one growing season weakens it. This 
will allow newly planted trees and shrubs to get a head start and 
help them to compete with the reed canary grass. The planting 
builds on a beautiful section of intact riparian forest and will 
one day provide habitat for species at risk like the 
Western Screech-owl.

Riverside Marsh Restoration

For the past three years, Okanagan Similkameen
Stewardship has partnered with the City of Penticton

to restore an urban wetland in the northwest corner
of the city.  Over 2000 native trees, shrubs and

wildflowers have been planted around the marsh and
hundreds of kilograms 

of invasive plants have been removed. 
 

This past summer, the restoration site was
commemorated with two interpretive signs, one at

either end of the walking path adjacent to the marsh.
After the installation, a crew of 25 volunteers helped

dig in a final phase of plants and lay mulch around
new and established plants to mimic natural leaf litter

and help suppress invasive plant growth.

Stewardship in Action
Stewarding Darke Creek Ranch



Wonderful Wetlands

Wetlands naturally clean and filter out
pollutants from water runoff before it
returns to our rivers, lakes and streams. 
 
Wetlands act as sponges, absorbing large
amounts of water during storms, spring
melt, and flooding. 
 
Wetlands provide a buffer against
drought, holding onto water for weeks at a
time and recharging groundwater. 
 
Wetlands regulate air temperature,
cooling the surrounding area in the
summer and buffering against frost in 
the winter.

Wetland
Superpowers
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A hero among ecosystems

Not all wetlands are always wet! Often times, especially in the
dry Interior, wetlands appear dry at some part of the year. A
wetland is any area, big or small, that is saturated with or
covered by shallow water for part or all of the year. This creates
wet soils that support water-loving plants as well as many water-
dependent animals. A marsh full of cattails or bulrushes is a
type of wetland, but so is a bog, a seasonally flooded field, or a
pond.

You can help!
Establish areas of vegetation between a wetland and other land
uses (aka buffer zones) to help keep wetlands healthy. Let plants
at the edge grow and don't mow right to the water.
 
Prevent contamination by storing manure, fertilizers, and wood
piles away from wetlands and riparian areas.
 
Plant native shrubs and trees! If your buffer zone looks sad and
bare, give it a helping hand by putting in native plants.
 
Limit or prevent livestock access to wetlands and provide an
alternate water source.

different species of 

wildlife in Canada 

depend on wetlands,

including amphibians,

shorebirds, and turtles.

600



Spotlight on Species: Ducks

Ducks can be grouped into two basic
categories based on their feeding
behaviour:  
 
Dabbling ducks (left) feed by flipping
themselves upside down in the shallows to
filter and capture small bugs and plants
from the water using their "strainer" beaks.
Their legs are situated centrally on their
body, which makes them stronger at
walking as opposed to swimming.
Common dabblers in our area include
Mallards and Wood Ducks. 
 
Diving ducks (right) feed by diving deep
underwater to chase small fish and gather
mollusks from the bottom using their
toothed beaks. They have legs situated far
back on their bodies, which make them
powerful swimmers but awkward at
walking. Typical divers in our area include
Buffleheads and Common Mergansers.

Did You Know?
Also seen on #funfactfriday!

 

Top-Bottom: Wood Duck, Canvasback,
dabbling Mallards, Northern Pintail

More than Just Mallards

When you think of ducks, you probably think of mallards, but did you
know that there are over 20 species of ducks found in the Okanagan
and Similkameen Valleys?
 
Many of these species spend their winters in here and are very entertaining 
to watch at local ponds and rivers. Because ducks tend to be relatively large 
with distinct markings and colours, learning to identify them is a great way 
to start bird watching and is also a great excuse to get outside!

Top-Bottom: Ruddy Duck, Bufflehead,
Common Merganser & chicks, Redhead

Don't Feed Ducks Bread!
Bread is junk food and although ducks enjoy it, a diet of bread is like
stepping up to a candy buffet. Feeding ducks processed food can lead
to severe malnutrition, disease, and is associated with a deformity
known as “angel wing” which makes them unable to fly.
 
Uneaten bread in the water may cause algae blooms, which can be
toxic to ducks, other wildlife and even pets. Uneaten bread left on land
attracts pests like rats.

Healthy Snacks

ducks things similar to their

natural diet like seeds, oats,

greens, cracked corn, peas,

vegetable peelings, or 

even mealworms!

Instead of bread, offer 

Hooded Mergansers and Wigeons
can be seen in the Okanagan 

and Similkameen all year.



For more information, please contact OSS at:

6 - 477 Martin Street, Penticton, BC, V2A 5L2

E: info@osstewardship.ca                P: 250.770.1467

    W: www.osstewardship.ca                   : @osstewardship  

A good photo orsighting is far lessimportant than thesafety and well-beingof local wildlife.

Wildlife photography used to be difficult and expensive. Now,
new technology means everyone has a camera in their
pocket and this explosion of inexperienced wildlife
photographers can end up having a big negative impact on
wildlife. Here are some rules for ethical photography:
 
1) Do No Harm
Not harming an animal should go without saying but habitats
count here too. A delicate area trampled by the overzealous
can take decades to heal. This also applies 
to "rearranging"  or clearing objects for a good shot.

 
2) Respect Their Space
If you approach an animal until it moves away from you,
you got too close. Even if the animal hasn't moved away
you could still be causing stress, or keeping that animal
from hunting for food, breeding, feeding young because it
is busy watching you. Limit the time you spend in any
place, especially around nests and other young wildlife.

3) No Shortcuts
Baiting, call playbacks, and scent lures are sometimes used to get an animal
to come to you. This can lead to habituated animals, poor nutrition, and
wasted energy from the animals you are photographing.  Playing bird calls
during the breeding season is especially harmful.
 
4) Rules are for you too
While it can be tempting to step off the trail or follow a bird or animal onto
private land, trespassing is illegal. Remember- if it isn't okay for everyone to
do it, then it isn't okay for you to do it either.

Stewardship projects have been made
possible with funding from: 

A recent study found that 

behaviours like crouching and slow

approaches caused birds to fly 

away sooner than just walking

 past, likely because they make

photographers look like predators.

Ethics of Wildlife 
Photography & Viewing

Articles by: A. Skinner, V. Blow, L. McKinnon
Photo credits: L. McKinnon, A. Skinner, V. Blow, D. Bersea, S. Ashpole
D. Cunnington, USFWS , OKeefe Ranch, Vernon Morningstar

Wildlife Safety is the First Priority 


